©n Bonfire Night on 5"
November, we light bonfires,
fireworks fiy through the air and
often a man or ‘guy’, made

out of old clothes and stuffed
with paper, is burned on lop of
the bonfire. These celebrations
are a way of remembering the
events of the Gunpowder Plot of
1605, where a group of 13 men
tried to blow up the King, James
|, and the Houses of Pariiarment
in London. Guy Fawkes was one
of the men who tock part in the
plof.

The plotters, led by Robert
Catesby, were protesting at the
cruel freatment of people who
were members of the Catholic
Church by the King and the
Government. They hid 34
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' The
first fir eworke Why do sparklers make sparks when you light them?
Were used in China The sparks come from flokes of heated metals; such as aluminium,
in the 12th Gﬂﬂfm'y ﬂl;d iron, zinc or steel,
_ were beﬁe.vgd to scare Why do we see a path of light left behind when we wave a sparkler?
_ aWay bad gpjrite. The light from the sparkler is so bright it sets off nerve cells at the

back of our eyes, which stay triggered for a short time after the
sparkler has moved.
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an explosion that would blow |
up the buildings. the King oy Bonﬁre bonunzu
and everyone in parliament, ¢
But some of the plotters were
wormed that innocent people
would be kiled and one of

o

Some people believe that
the word bonfire comes from
‘bone-fire’. In medieval fimes,

them sent an anonymous letter people are said to have it fires

to his friend, Lord Monteagle V% CORIGING hurmiciry or aniric
bones to scare off dragons!

warning him to stay away on
the day that the explosion Others believe that the
was planned. Lord Monteagle word bonfire may come from
warmed the Chief Minister the Scottish word bane, which
who sent soldiers to search means 'beacon’ or ‘signal'.
the building. They caught Guy During the reign of Queen
Fawkes in the cellar with the Elizabeth |, a chain of
gunpowder, huge bonfires was lit, all

All the men who took part the way from the south
in the plot were caught, and coast to London, to

were either executed warn peaple of the
or killed trying to amival of the Spanish
escape. Bonfires 5 Armada - a fleet of
were set alight ships sent by the King
around the country of Spain to attack Britain.
to celebrate the
King's safety and
the tradition Is still o
gging o this dq?‘ FII'E‘WOI'k fEGSfS
Lots of different types of food are eaten on 5" November. They include:
Parkin: o cake made with Baked toffee apples: an Toasted marshmallows:
oatmeal and black treacle; opple on a stick, covered heated by the bonfire:

Treacle toffee: made in Baked potatoes:

with black b ) e carame! wrapped in foil

freacle, sugarand M ‘A Yo and cooked in the - .
golden syrup; . =N foffee; embers of the bonfire. a 'Q - !
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